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evitable, had entered into negotiations with the Resi-
dent with the view of obtaining a safe conduct, which
was promised them ; but the men, fearful of what might
happen to them if they were abandoned by their officers,
and clamorous for the pay due to them, rose in revolt
and seized the persons of Piron and the other officers.
When Malcolm reached the lines, the violence of the
mutineers was at its height. In vain he endeavoured to
make his way to the place where Piron was confined;
in vain he remonstrated ; in vain he endeavoured to
persuade to men to suffer order to be restored to their
ranks. They crowded tumultuously around him. They
threatened to deal with him as they had dealt with their
own officer. And doubtless, in the violence of their
excitement, they would have fulfilled their threats;
but timely assistance was at hand. Among the crowd
of the mutineers were some men who had formerly be-
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longed to Malcolm's company in the 2gth Battalion but
had deserted to the French corps. They now recog-
nized their old officer and went at once to his assistance.
He had been kind to them in former days, and they had
not forgotten his kindness. Lifting him up and bearing
him away on their heads, they rescued him from the
hands of the infuriated mob. Malcolm returned to the
Residency and the mutiny continued to spread. It was
an event to be welcomed, not to be deplored (though to
the French officers concerned the position must have
been an exceedingly unpleasant one). It was plain to
the British diplomatists that it would render the dis-
solution of the corps comparatively easy. So measures
were at once concerted for the accomplishment of dis-
arming and dispersion of the disorganized mass. Early
on the following day Colonel Roberts was instructed to
draw up his detachment opposite the French lines and